
The New Normal: 

Sustainable Communities that Thrive,  

Prosper and Compete

Contra Costa County Climate Leaders
Cities + Businesses Working Together
Thursday, October 20, 2016
Lafayette, CA



� Why are so many communities choosing to 
become more sustainable? 

� How can local leaders take advantage of 
emerging opportunities to create a more 
prosperous and thriving future for Contra 
Costa county communities?

� What next step can YOU take to set your 
community on the path to becoming a more 
prosperous, thriving and competitive place?
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Sustainable communities are

places where people 

from all walks of life

prosper and thrive,

now and over the long term. 





Double Local
Actions to
Achieve 16.4 
MtCO2e/year
- Jeffrey Greenblatt, LBL
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Where can your community start?  

Where are you already making progress? 



The Beacon Program 
provides resources and 
services to help local 
governments reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
save energy and adopt 
sustainability best practices.

Currently 99999999 communities
30% of California residents30% of California residents30% of California residents30% of California residents



Participating Beacon Communities by Year
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Disadvantaged Communities Benefit 

from the Beacon Program

45%
55%

Disadvantaged

Communities

Non-

Disadvantaged

Communities

*Disadvantaged communities as defined in SB 535

Chula Vista

National City

Carson

Claremont

Delano

Gardena

Indio

Lawndale

Patterson

Pomona

Redlands

Rancho

Cucamonga

Riverside

Sacramento

South Gate

Torrance
Visalia

Tulare

West Covina

West Sacramento



Part of the city’s long-term vision and strategy. 
$6,730,888 Strategic Growth Council grant – the missing piece to make the project a reality. 

West Sacramento AHSC Project
Delta Lane Mixed Use & Grand Gateway Improvements



NATIONAL CITY, CALIFORNIA

PARADISE CREEK TRANSIT ORIENTED

DEVELOPMENT

and PARK





Site programming with Community Input



Forward thinking -
a model for future T.O.D. infill projects 



City of South Gate



Grant Funding Sources

1. California Strategic Growth Council (SGC) 

Grants   $970,000 (2)

2. SCAG Compass Blueprint and Sustainable 

Communities Grants - $525,500 (2)

3. SCAG Alternative Analysis/Station 

Location Grant - West Santa Branch 

4. Kaiser Foundation/Healthy Community 

Grant $75,000

5. MTA/SAFETEA-LU Grant via FHWA, 

Caltrans and Eco-Rapid Transit. $214,000

6. Southern California Edison (SCE) Local 

Government Strategies Program  

$886,000



� Azalea Regional

Shopping Center

(LEED certified)

� The Crossing at 

Firestone

� Calden Court 

Apartments

� El Paseo Shopping 

Center renovation

� Glasswerks industrial

rehab



South Gate Beacon Accomplishments

2015 Silver Beacon 
Award

Agency GHG: 11% (Gold)

Community GHG: 7% (Silver)

Agency Electricity: 12% (Gold)

Agency Natural Gas: NA

Sustainability Best Practice 
Activities: 3+ (Gold)







www.ca-ilg.org

To Learn More  

Institute for Local Government
Sustainable Communities Program

Steve Sanders, Program Director

ssanders@ca-ilg.org

(916) 658-8245


