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“Reach” Codes And Building Electrification:
California Cities Are Leading The Nation

WHAT?

e California allows cities to set stricter building codes than the state, called “reach codes”. Cities in essence
‘reach” beyond state requirements to tackle the climate crisis. Local governments adopt local building codes
that ban fossil fuel hook up. This reduces the burning of natural gas (methane) and expands the
electrification of buildings. When that electrification is run on renewable energy, it shrinks the climate
footprint of buildings. More info from BayREN on Reach Codes Here and a description of the General
Process Here.

WHY?

Burning natural gas (methane), is capable of warming the planet 87 times more than CO2 when released into the
atmosphere. We must stop constructing buildings that will rely on fossil fuel into the future.

Cities in California can help the state meet its binding climate target of reaching carbon neutrality by 2045. San
Francisco_city estimates report that buildings account for 44% of total greenhouse gas emissions. Natural gas is
responsible for the bulk of that. Electricity powered by Utility scale solar and wind is now cheaper than natural
gas in almost every case and the trend is continuing. All-electric buildings are less expensive to build and less
expensive to operate, thereby saving occupants money. Eliminating the burning of natural gas will also improve
indoor air quality. Local government policies will inspire broader statewide and nationwide action.

WHERE?

Momentum is increasing for policies that switch buildings to electricity rather than gas. So far, 42 California cities
have adopted “reach” building codes to reduce - and in some cases ban - the burning of methane and expanding
electrification,

Various groups have pulled together Lists of Cities with Best Practice policies on Electrification.

e View the CA Energy Commission's list of all of the cities what have adopted local energy reach
codes under the 2019 Building Code here: https://localenergycodes.com/downloads/2019-adopted-
reach-codes.pdf
The Sierra Club Compiled a great list of Best Practices. Here.

¢ The Building Electrification Institute links/lists eleven participating cities Here.

Direct Links to best practices in bay area cities include these links: San Carlos, Albany, Oakland,
Ojai, Sunnyvale, Millbrae, Los Altos, East Palo Alto, Redwood City, Piedmont, San Anselmo,
Burlingame, Santa Cruz, Hayward, Richmond, San Mateo County, Campbell, San Francisco, Los
Altos Hills, Cupertino, Los Gatos, Healdsburg, Brisbane, Saratoga, Mill Valley, Pacifica, Santa
Rosa, Milpitas, Alameda, Palo Alto, Morgan Hill, Mountain View, Marin County, Davis, San Jose,
Menlo Park, Santa Monica, San Mateo, San Luis Obispo, Windsor, Berkeley, and Carlsbad.
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The state of California and our local cities continue to use their opportunity to “reach” for what science and
citizens are demanding to address the climate crisis.

e State of California - City and county leadership is essential for local climate action but also to help drive
the California Energy Commission(CEC) to require or at least support all-electric new construction in the
statewide building code (Title 24). CEC updates these building codes every 3 years. The 2019 version
went into effect January 1, 2020. The CEC is how working on the version for 2022 [to go into effect on
January 1, 2023]. Local electrification policy and advocacy is pushing for more-ambitious statewide
building codes that align with climate science and require all-electric new construction.

e Contra Costa County, CA- The County passed a Climate Emergency Resolution (CER) Sept 2020, that
includes the language: “BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Contra Costa County should develop policies
to require all new construction to be fully electric through the adoption of reach building codes”
https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/68175/County-Unanimously-Passes-Emergency-
Climate-Resolution

Beyond California

As in this 2016 paper on environmentally beneficial electrification: “Widespread electrification is not only
coming, it is likely necessary to decarbonize the global economy. Mounting research suggests that
aggressive electrification of energy end uses -- such as space heating, water heating, and transportation --
is needed if the United States and the world are to achieve ambitious emission reduction goals for carbon
dioxide” —National Renewable Energy Lab (NREL)

o New York City — Fossil fuel hookups will be phased out in new construction by 2030 or sooner. By
banning fossil fuel hookups, New York will be “literally ensuring that our only choice is renewable energy,”
de Blasio said in his 2021 state of the city address. https://www.naturalgasintel.com/new-york-city-to-
ban-new-gas-hookups-by-2030-as-de-blasio-calls-to-renounce-fossil-fuels-fully/

e Brookline, Massachusetts (a suburb of Boston) Passed a ban on natural gas hookups in new buildings
in 2019 on a town meeting vote of 207 to 3, but the state’s attorney general struck down the ban because
their state law preempted the city’s ordinance. California’s constitution, on the other hand, allows city
regulations to exceed the state, allowing California cities to lead on this issue.
https://www.wbur.org/cognoscenti/2019/12/02/brookline-bylaw-gas-ban-frederick-hewett

Arizona, Tennessee, Oklahoma and Louisiana- all passed laws in 2020 to prohibit local governments from
adopting municipal electrification measures or natural gas bans. There is also a bill in Texas supported by utilities.
Many of these are being challenged in the courts. This is a national fight and forward-thinking municipalities are
on the right side of history.

HOW?

There is no need to reinvent the wheel. There are numerous best case examples of how cities are incorporating
electrification in its policies. Reach out to your elected officials:
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e General Plan Updates is great opportunity to add language to direct future building construction.
https://coda.io/@gazoe-siegel/demistifying-general-plans

¢ Building codes and ordinances are also updated periodically
https://www.sierraclub.org/articles/2021/01/californias-cities-lead-way-gas-free-future .

o Cities can also put this language in their Climate Action Plans; and pass a

o Climate Emergency Resolution. https://cccclimateleaders.org/issue-of-the-month/climate-
emergency/

Additional Resources

Explore the array of policies and supporting materials available to make renewably-generated electricity
the fuel of choice. https://www.buildingdecarb.org/electrification.html Before jumping in, review what legal
options a local government can take to slow the use of natural gas in buildings within their sphere of
influence, read the legal memorandum.

Reaching Beyond: Collaborating with cities, counties and stakeholders to drive reach code
development and adoption for long-term climate and energy efficiency benefits.
https://localenergycodes.com/

The Building Electrification Institute envisions a world where we no longer burn fossil fuels in our buildings
https://www.beicities.org/about; Peninsula Clean Energy (PCE), Silicon Valley Clean Energy (SVCE) and
the San Mateo County Office of Sustainability (OOS) have joined together
https://peninsulareachcodes.org/ to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions within their service
territories by developing forward-thinking building and transportation electrification reach codes.

Funding:

In support of municipalities and counties in PCE & SVCE service territory, PCE & SVCE are providing
extensive technical assistance plus a $10,000 incentive to each city that brings reach codes to their
council. https://peninsulareachcodes.org/

Contra Costa to receive $223 Million Dollars under the American Rescue Plan. Read about the basics and
background Here and get more details on the $ specifics in this Summary Table by County here.

Some good local resources for Residents and advocates can be found here:

This resource includes a lot of background, as well as petitions, and sample letters for.
https://350bayarea.org/its-critical-and-possible-to-stop-using-natural-gas-in-the-bay-area

And Residents who want to write to their local elected officials, can use these template letters that include
excellent arguments for a strong electrification “reach” code in your city: https://ccag.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2019/09/6.4-Reach-Code-Letters-of-Support.pdf

“Sometimes we are lucky and get to participate in a movement with a big effect. Forming Peninsula Clean Energy
was one of those events. You have another opportunity with the REACH codes. A building lasts 50 years. A
REACH code now saves 50 years of burning gas”.

) project of Generation Green - a 501(c)3 Nonprofit organization Find Links to Other Local Government Policy Opportunities at www.cccclimateleaders.org


https://www.cccclimateleaders.org/
https://coda.io/@gazoe-siegel/demistifying-general-plans
https://www.sierraclub.org/articles/2021/01/californias-cities-lead-way-gas-free-future
https://cccclimateleaders.org/issue-of-the-month/climate-emergency/
https://cccclimateleaders.org/issue-of-the-month/climate-emergency/
https://www.buildingdecarb.org/electrification.html
http://www.buildingdecarb.org/store/p13/Legal_Opportunities_and_Hurdles_for_Local_Governments.html
https://localenergycodes.com/
https://www.beicities.org/about
https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/
https://www.svcleanenergy.org/
https://www.smcsustainability.org/
https://peninsulareachcodes.org/
https://peninsulareachcodes.org/
https://www.counties.org/csac-bulletin-article/president-biden-signs-covid-19-relief-package-including-76-billion-federal
https://www.naco.org/resources/featured/state-and-local-coronavirus-fiscal-recovery-funds#table
https://350bayarea.org/its-critical-and-possible-to-stop-using-natural-gas-in-the-bay-area
https://ccag.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/6.4-Reach-Code-Letters-of-Support.pdf
https://ccag.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/6.4-Reach-Code-Letters-of-Support.pdf



