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Everything Your City Needs to Know About
Microgrids/Battery Storage
For Emergency Planning!

AGENDA

September 26, 12:30 to 2pm
Virtual Workshop by Zoom
Free REGISTER HERE

Zoom Login
https://lus02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN TTviKKLCRPamO-tcpsrOtqg

12:30-12:40 pm  Welcome, Zoom Icebreaker, City Leaders Survey

12:40-1:10 pm Why Is This Important for Your City for Emergency Planning?

Overview of renewable microgrids and/or storage—what are they and why are they necessary? Why do
microgrids and battery storage systems make sense for saving money, meeting city power requirements during
power outages and more! Microgrids have come a long way. They are not complex or difficult, and there is
great opportunity for your City to be ready and prepared.

We will share diverse city examples such as Fremont, San Diego, San Leandro, Sacramento and Arvin, CA.
There will be a review of the nuts and bolts of a project and the players, and some financial models for
ensuring success in your city.

Speaker: Alok Singhania, Partner, Gridscape, alok@grid-scape.com

1:10-1:30 Local Case Study: Pittsburg Unified School District
City of Pittsburg and the Pittsburg Unified School District teamed up with MCE for a successful Local
Government Installation. We will hear briefly about the project, process, and general overview of how to
implement a successful project in your own city!
Speakers: Shanelle Scales-Preston, City of Pittsburg
And Kiara Donato / Sebastian Conn, MCE; TBC
More about the PUSD project here

1:30 -1:55 am Peer to peer Q&A and What is Your City Doing now?
A time for local city leaders (Elected and city staff) to give 3 to 5 minutes on what are the opportunities
And what are the obstacles they have seen? Does your City have a microgrid? Briefly share what you have
done, if you are getting started, next steps; along with resources and ways for moving policy forward.

1:55 CLOSING Speaker: Lynda Deschambault, Contra Costa County Climate Leaders
For more info: info@cccclimateleaders.org PO Box 6993 Moraga, CA (925) 268-0883



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/everything-your-city-needs-to-know-about-microgrids-and-battery-storage-tickets-717562728437?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TTviKKLCRPam0-tcpsrOtg
mailto:alok@grid-scape.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=qCvXiUxTFtw
mailto:info@cccclimateleaders.org
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SPEAKERS

Alok Singhania is a partner at Gridscape where he is focused on scaling the company and manages various
business aspects including company/product strategy, project financing, marketing, business and channel
development. Under his leadership, Gridscape has seen a several fold growth over the last 3 years.

He has been a visionary, an entrepreneur and a technology leader for over 20 years and has built multiple award-
winning venture backed new market technology and data-driven growth businesses from the ground up. Diverse
background and specializations in leading edge technologies such as Renewable Energy (DER, EV), Deep Learning,
Blockchain, 10T, and SaasS. His expertise lies in Technology and Business Growth Leadership including Strategic
Planning and building highly effective teams.

Email: alok@grid-scape.com Phone: 408-314-7882 http://linkedin.com/in/aloksinghania

MCE

Kiara Donato as a Bilingual Community Development Manager will lead MCE'’s bilingual engagement across MCE'’s
service area developing and managing key relationships— implementing outreach and engagement strategies to
advance MCE programs and services.

Kiara spent the last seven years working for a community based health center helping communities across Contra
Costa and Alameda County. In 2020 she collaborated with Public Health Departments to develop contract tracing
projects. Kiara graduated from San Jose State University with a Bachelor’s degree in Sociology.

She is a Bay Area native, living in the East Bay. Outside of work she enjoys spending time with her husband, infant
daughter and family, listening to podcasts, and taking cycling classes.

Kiara Donato kdonato@mcecleanenergy.org, Phone: 925.378.6727

Sebastian Conn, as Senior Community Development Manager, serves as a key MCE liaison to local government
officials and community stakeholders, providing community development practice rooted in thoughtful outreach and
engagement, and aims to identify climate action solutions that best reflect community needs. Since joining MCE in
2020, Sebastian has supported the enablement of backup battery solutions at critical community facilities, installation
of electric vehicle charging infrastructure, development of local codes and standards that encourage building
electrification, and the inclusion of over 87,000 new customer accounts in MCE service. Sebastian is proud to
represent MCE externally before various community groups and local representatives, building awareness of MCE
and its programs and strengthening external partnerships in the process. Sebastian has over 8 years of public and
external affairs experience, and 6 years experience working directly in the energy industry. Prior to MCE, Sebastian
supported electric project management and associated community outreach and engagement initiatives at PG&E, as
well as communications and public affairs outreach on behalf of the Golden State Warriors. Sebastian was born and
raised in the Bay Area and holds a Master’s degree in Public Affairs from the University of San Francisco and a
Bachelor’s degree in History from San Jose State University. Sebastian Conn. sconn@mcecleanenergy.org

City of Pittsburg

Shanelle Scales-Preston was elected to the Pittsburg City Council in 2018 and currently serves as Mayor. Her
priorities have been to strengthen youth programs and improve city services to create a strong and vibrant
community. Pittsburg is Shanelle’s home and has shaped who she is today. She is Chair of the Board for MCE, the
local electricity provider, is Chair of TransPlan, which coordinates regional transportation projects and transit
services in East County and is President of the League of California Cities East Bay Division. Her community service
started in the federal government more than twenty years ago where she learned to effectively advocate for
residents and local governments navigating difficult bureaucracies and fix problems. Shanelle earned her degree
from California State University East Bay. She and her husband are raising their two sons in Pittsburg.

Email: sscalespreston@ci.pittsburg.ca.us
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